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Washington - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                that the Environmental Protection Agency has awarded the Housatonic                River Initiative (HRI) $50,000 from the Superfund Technical Assistance                Grant Program. Funds will be used to hire technical experts to represent                HRI's interests and to analyze and interpret site data related to                the Housatonic River.

               "This funding will help HRI monitor the health of the Housatonic                River, specifically the portion of the river that is not addressed                in the GE/PCB consent decree," Olver said. 

               The consent decree negotiated by GE, the EPA, the state Department                of Environmental Protection, the city of Pittsfield and other state                and federal agencies was finalized by the U.S. District Court in                October of 2000.

               "HRI has played a critical role in educating the public about                the complex cleanup of the Housatonic during the negotiations. Their                persistent efforts to restore the river will allow its continued                safe recreational use and improve its overall water quality. I am                grateful for all their hard work," Olver added.

               For more information about Housatonic River Initiative contact Timothy                Gray 413-499-6112.
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